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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Minami et al 
("Minami", U.S. Patent No. 6,886,221). Minami discloses a hinge apparatus comprising a first 
hinge member (12) and a second hinge member (25) tumably connected to the first hinge 
member, a movable member (14) arranged on a turning axial line of the first and second hinge 
members in such a manner as to be tumable about the turning axial line and movable in the 
direction of the tuming axial line. Biasing means (28) are adapted to bias the movable member 
(14) toward the first hinge member (12). A confi-onting surface (13) of the movable member 
(12) has a plurality of end face cams (two projections 13) extending in a peripheral direction 
about the tuming axial line and equally spaced arranged in a manner as to extend in the direction 
of the tuming axial line. A raised wall surface (portion between cams 13 on 12) extends in the 
direction of the tuming axial line and is disposed between the two end face cams (13). 
Confronting surfaces (15) of the movable member (14) include a pair of abutment parts (15) that 
are urged against the pair of end face cams (13) and co-act therewith to convert biasing force to a 
turn biasing force for tuming the second hinge member (25) through the movable member (14). 
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A recess (on lower surface of 12, adjacent 13) is formed in the raised wall portion and arranged 
on an extension of the end face cam (13). 

3. With respect to claims 2 and 3, Minami discloses that one side surface of the recess forms 
part of the end face cam (vertical side surface of 13 in figure 1). The end face cam has a length 
of at least 180 degrees in the peripheral direction. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Minami is now cited in the rejections above. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael J. Kyle whose telephone number is 571-272-7057. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

6. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Swann can be reached on 571-272-7075. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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7. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications ^ 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for xmpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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